MONSIEUR BERGERET IN PARIS    185

services and abundant promises, and they had a
large and well-disciplined body of supporters.
These public men, who had lived in stirring times,
remained faithful to their doctrine with a firmness
that embellished the sacrifices which circumstances
forced them to make to the exigencies of public
opinion. Opportunists in former days, they now
called themselves Radicals. At the time of tthe
Affair they had all four testified to their pro-
found respect for the court-martial, and in one
of them this respect was mingled with genuine
emotion.

The ex-attorney Goby could never speak of
military justice without shedding tears. The oldest
of them, Laprat-Teulet, a Republican who had
taken part in the great conflicts of the heroic days,
spoke of the Army in such loving and impassioned
terms that, at any other period, his hearers would
have judged his expressions more applicable to some
poor orphan girl than to an Institution so strong in
men and in millions. These four Senators had
voted for the law of deprivation and had expressed
to the General Council the pious hope that the
Government would take stringent measures to
check the Revisionist agitation. These were the
Dreyfusards of the department, and as there were
no others they were furiously opposed by the
Nationalists. They blamed Mannequin for being
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